A consumer-driven healthcare cost control agenda: Health Care for All Inc, and community catalyst.
Health Care For All has drafted comprehensive legislation to control healthcare costs in Massachusetts. The bill, introduced by Senator Mark Montigny and Representative James Marzilli, encompasses 16 provisions that attack the problem of growing healthcare costs from a consumer perspective. We reject proposals that seek to reduce costs by imposing greater expenses on patients, such as high deductible "consumer-directed" plans, or higher copayments or coinsurance. Rather, we support fundamental reforms in financial incentives and care management that both improve quality and reduce costs. We see the ideas in this article and the legislation as the start of a new cost control conversation, not the conclusion. We invite discussion and feedback on our suggestions and encourage others to enter this conversation.